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Annex 2

Tables of guideline values

The following tables present a summary of guideline values for chemicals in drinking-
water. [ndividual values should not be used directly from the tables. The guideline values
must be used and interpreted in conjunction with the information contained in the text.

Notes to tables

* (P) Provisional guideline value, This term is used for constituents for which there is some
evidence of a potential hazard but where the available information on health effects is limited; or
where an uncertainty factor greater than 1000 has been used in the derivation of the tolerable
daily intake (TDI). Provisional guideline values are also recommended: (1) for substances for
which the calculated guideline value would be below the practical quantification level, or below
the level that can be achieved through practical treatment methods; or {2) where disinfection is
likely to result in the guideline value being exceeded,

Y For substances that are considered to be carcinogenic, the guideline value is the concentration in
drinking-water associated with an excess lifetime cancer risk of 107 (one additional cancer per
100 000 of the population ingesting drinking-water containing the substance at the guideline
value for 70 years), Concentrations associated with estimated excess lifetime cancer risks of 107
and 107 can be calculated by multiplying and dividing, respectively, the guideline value by 10.

In cases in which the concentration associated with an excess lifetime cancer risk of 107 is not
feasible as a result of inadequate analytical or treatment technology, a provisional guideline value
is recommended at 2 practicable level and the estimated associated excess lifetime cancer risk
presented.

It should be emphasized that the guideline values for carcinogenic substances have been
computed from hypothetical mathematical models that cannot be verified experimentally and that
the values should be interpreted differently from TDI-based values because of the lack of
precision of the models. At best, these values must be regarded as rough estimates of cancer risk.
However, the models used are conservative and probably err on the side of caution. Moderate
short-term exposure 1o levels exceeding the guideline value for carcinogens does not significantly

affect the risk.
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Table 1. Chemicals of health significance in drinking-water

A. Inorganié constituents

Guideline value
(mgflitre)

Remarks

boron

copper

nickel

nitrate (as NO,7)

nitrite (as NO,")

uranium

0.5 (P)*

2(P)

0.02 (P)

50 (acute)

3 (acute)
0.2 (P) (chronic)

0.002 (P)

Based on acute gastrointestinal
effects

The sum of the ratio of the

concentration of each to its

respective (acute) guideline
value should not exceed 1

B. Organic constituents

Guideline value
(pg/litre)

Remarks

benzo[alpyrene

edetic acid (EDTA)

microcystin-LR-

0.7°
600

1 (P)

For excess risk of 107
Applies to the free acid

Applies 1o total microcystin-
LR (free plus cell-bound)
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C. Pesticides

ANNEXES

Guideline value  Remarks
(png/litre)
bentazone 300
carbofuran 7
cyanazine 0.6
1,2-dibromoethane. 0.4-15° (P) For excess risk of 107
2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic 30 |
acid (2,4-D)
1,2-dichloropropane 40 (P)
(1,2-DCP)
diquat 10 (P)
pentachlorophenol 9* (P) F d.r excess risk of 107
terbuthylazine (TBA) 7

D. Disinfectant by-product

Guideline value
(ng/litre}

Remarks

chloroform 200

Table 2. Chemicals not of health significance at concentrations normally

Jound in drinking-water

Chemical Remarks
fluoranthene U
glyphosate U

283

U -— It is unnecessary to recommend a health-based guideline value for these compounds because
they are not hazardous to human health at concenirations normally found in drinking-water.
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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 98/83/EC
of 3 November 1998
on the quality of water intended for human consumption
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, leaving Member States free to add other

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community and, in particular, Article 130s(1) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (%),

Having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the
Regions (3},

Acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 189¢ {%),

Whereas it is necessary to adapt Council Directive
80/778/EEC of 15 July 1980 relating to the quality
of water intended for human consumption {¥) to
scientific and technological progress; whereas
experience gained from implementing that
Directive shows that it is necessary to create an
appropriately flexible and transparent legal
framework for Member States to address failures
to meet the standards; whereas, furthermore, that
Directive should be re-examined in the light of the
Treaty on Buropeann Union and in particular the
principle of subsidiarity;

(1)

Whereas in keeping with Article 3b of the Treaty,
which provides that no Community action should
go beyond what is necessary to achieve the
objectives of the Treaty, it is necessary to revise
Directive 80/778/EEC so as to focus on compliance
with essential quality and health parameters,

(2)

{*) O] C 131, 30.5.1995, p. § and
Q] C 213, 15.7.1997, p. B.

() O] C 82, 19.3.1996, p. 64.

{3y O] C 100, 2.4.1996, p. 134.

{*} Opinicn of the European Parliament of 12 December 1996
(O} C 20, 20.1.1997, p. 133), Council common position of
19 Pecember 1997 (O] C 91, 26.3.1998, p. 1) and Decision
of the Buropean Parliament of 13 May 1998 (O] C 167,
1.6.1998, p. 92).

{¥) O] L 229, 30.8.1980, p. 11. Directive as last amended by the
1994 Act of Accession.
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(5}

(6)

7)

(8)

parameters if they see fit;

Whereas, in accordance with the principle of
subsidiarity, Community action must support and
supplement action by the competent authorities in
the Member States;

Whereas, in accordance with the principle of
subsidiarity, the narural and socic-economic
differences between the regions of the Union
require that most decisions on monitoring,
analysis, and the measures to be taken to redress
failures be taken at a local, regional or national
level insofar as those differences do not detract
from the establishment of the framework of laws,
regulations and administrative provisions laid
down in this Directive;

Whereas Community standards for essential and
preventive health-related quality parameters in
water intended for human consumption are
necessary if minimum environmental-quality goals
to be achieved in connection with other
Community measures are to be defined so that the
sustainable use of water intended for human
consumption may be safeguarded and promoted;

Whereas, in view of the importance of the quality
of water intended for human consumption for
human health, it is necessary to lay down at
Community level the essenrial quality standards
with which water intended for that purpose must
comply;

Whereas it is necessary 1o include water used in the
food industry unless it can be established thar the
use of such water does not affect the
whalesomeness of the finished producy;

Whereas to enable water-supply undertakings to
meet the quality standards for drinking warer,
appropriate water-protection measures should be
applied 10 ensure that surface and groundwater is
kept clean; whereas the same goal can be achieved
by apptopriate water-treatment measures 10 be
applied before supply;
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(9) Whereas the coherence of European water policy (16) Whereas in particular the srandards in Annex [ are
presupposes that a suitable water framework generally  based on  the World Health
Directive will be adopted in due course; Organisation’s ‘Guidelines for drinking water
quality’, and the opinion of the Commission’s

Scientific Advisory Committee to examine the

{10} Whereas it is necessary to exclude from the scope toxicity and ecotoxicity of chemical compounds;
of this Directive natural mineral warters and waters
};l:li}l: o:eretyr::j ﬁ;nilatiiog:\fgsL:;;lc;;ﬁic;fli dr;ules (17) Wh?r-eas Member States must set valu‘es for other

additional parameters not included in Annex I
where that is necessary to protect human health
within their territories;

(11) Whereas measures are required for all parameters
directly relevant to health and for other parameters
if a deterioration in quality has occurred; whereas, {18) Whereas Member States may set values for other
furthermore, such measures should be carefully additional parameters not included in Annex [
coordinated with the implementation of Council where that is deemed necessary for the purpose of
Directive 91/414/EEC of 15 July 1991 concerning ensuring the quality of the preduction, distribution
the placing of plant protection products on the and inspection of water intended for human
market () and Directive 98/8/EC of the European consumption;

Parliament and of the Council of 16 February

1998 concerning the placing of biocidal products

on the market (2); {19) Whereas, when Member States deem it necessary
to adopt standards more stringent than those set
out in Annex L, Parts A and B, or standards for

(12) Whereas it is necessary to set individual parametric additional parameters not included in Annex I bur
values for substances which are important necessary 10 protect human health, they must
throughout the Community at a level strict enough notify the Commission of those standards;
to ensure that this Directive’s purpose can be
achieved;

{20) Whereas Member States are bound, when
introducing or maintaining more  stringent
) protection measures, to respect the principles and

(13) Whereas the parametric values are based on the rules of the Treaty, as they are interpreted by the
scientific knowIEf:lge available  and .the Court of Justice;
precautionary principle has also been raken into
account; whereas those values have been selected
to ensure that water intended for human {21) Whereas the parametric values are to be complied
consumprion can be consumed §afely on a life-long with at the point where water intended for human
basis, and thus represent a high level of health consumption is made available to the appropriate
protection; user;

{14) Whereas a balance should be struck to prevent {22) Whereas the guality of water intended for human
both microbiological and chemical risks; whereas, consumption can be influenced by the domestic
to that end, and in the light of a future review of distribution system; whereas, furthermore, it is
the parametric values, the establishment of recognised that neither the domestic distribution
parametric values applicable to water intended for system nor its maintenance may be the
human consumption should be based on responsibility of the Member States;
public-health considerations and on a method of
assessing risk;

(23) Whereas each Member State should establish
monitoring programmes to check that water

(15) Whereas there is at present insufficient evidence on 1nten_ded for huma_n CONSUMPUON MEEts the

. . requirements of this Directive; whereas such
which to base parametric  values  for S .
. . - . ; monitoring programmes should be appropriate to
endocrine-disrupting chemicals at  Community ] -
- . . ocal needs and should meet the minimum
level, yet there is increasing concern regarding the . - . . .
AP humans and wildlife of the monitoring  requirements laid down in this
potential impact on Directive:
effects of substances harmful to health; ’
M O L 230, 19.81991. p. 1. (24) Whereas the methods used to analyse the gquality

Direcrive as lase amended by

Commission Directive 96/68/EC (O] L 277, 30.10.199%6, p.
25).
) O L 123, 24.4,1998, p. 1.
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of water intended for human consumption should
be such as te ensure that the results obtained are
reliable and comparable;
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{25) Whereas, in the event of non-compliance with the intended for human consumption, of any

{26)

(27)

(28)

29)

(31}

(32)

standards imposed by this Directive the Member
State concerned should investigate the cause and
ensure that the necessary remedial action is taken
as soon as possible to restore the quality of the
water;

Whereas it is important to prevent contaminated
water causing a potential danger to human health;
whereas the supply of such water should be
prohibited or its use restricted,

Whereas, in the event of non-compliance with a
parameter that has an indicator function, the
Member State concerned must consider whether
that non-compliance poses any risk to human
health; whereas it should rake remedial action to
restore the quality of the water where that is
necessaty to protect human health;

Whereas, should such remedial action be necessary
1o restore the quality of water intended for human
consumption, in accordance with Article 130r(2) of
the Treary, priority shouid be given to action
which rectifies the problem at source;

Whereas Member States should be authorised,
under certain conditions, to grant derogations from
this Directive; whereas, furthermore, it is necessary
to establish a proper framework for such
derogations, provided that they must not constitute
a potential danger to human health and provided
that the supply of water intended for human
consumption in the area concerned cannot
otherwise be maintained by any other reasonable
means;

Whereas, since the preparation or distribution of
water intended for human consumption may
involve the use of certain substances or materials,
rules are required to govern the use thereof in
order to avoid possible harmful effects on human
health;

Whereas scientific and technical progress may
necessitate rapid adaprarion of the technical
requirements laid down in Annexes Il and III;
whereas, furthermore, in order to facilitate
application of the measures required for that
purpose, provision should be made for a procedure
under which the Commission can adopt such
adaptations with the assistance of a committee
composed of representatives of the Member
States;

Whereas consumers should be adequately and
appropriately informed of the quality of water

derogations granted by the Member States and of
any remedial action taken by the competent
authorities; whereas, furthermore, consideration
should be given both to the technical and statistical
needs of the Commission, and to the rights of the
individual to obtain adequate information
concerning the quality of water intended for
human consumption;

(33) Whereas, in exceptional circumstances and for
geographically defined areas, it may be necessary
to allow Member States a more extensive timescale
for compliance with certain provisions of this
Directive;

(34) Whereas this Directive should not affect the
obligations of the Member States as to the time
limit for transposition into national law, or as to
application, as shown in Annex IV,

HAS ADCPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

Objective

1. This Directive concerns the quality of water intended
for human consumption.

2. The objective of this Directive shall be to protect
human health from the adverse effects of any
conraminarion of water intended for human consumption
by ensuring that it is wholesome and clean.

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Directive:

1. ‘water intended for human consumption’ shall mean:

(a) all water either in its original state or after
treatment, intended for drinking, cooking, food
preparation or other domestic purposes, regardless
of its origin and whether it is supplied from a
distribution network, from a tanker, or in bottles
or containers;

{b) all warer used in any food-production undertaking
for the manufacture, processing, preservation or
marketing of products or substances intended for
human consumption unless the competent
national autherities are satisfied that the quality
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of the water cannot affect the wholesomeness of
the foodstuff in its finished form;

2. ‘domestic distribution system’ shall mean the
pipework, fittings and appliances which are installed
between the raps that are normally used for human
consumption and the distribution network bur only if
they are not the responsibility of the water supplier,
in its capacity as a water supplier, according to the
relevane national law.

Article 3

Exemptions

1. This Directive shall not apply ro:

natural mineral waters recognised as such by the
competent national authorities, in accordance with
Council Directive 80/777/EEC of 15 July 1980 on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States
relating ro the exploitation and marketing of narural
mineral waters (1);

—_—

(a

waters which are medicinal products within the
meaning of Council Directive 65/65/EEC of 26
January 1965 on the approximation of provisions laid
down by law, regulation or administrative action
relating to medicinal products (%).

(b)

2. Member States may exempt from the provisions of
this Directive:

(a) water intended exclusively for those purposes for
which the competent autherities are satisfied thar the
guality of the water has no influence, either directly
or indirectly, on the health of the consumers
concerned;

water intended for human consumption from an
individual supply providing less than 10 m? a day as
an average or serving fewer than 50 persons, unless
the water is supplied as part of a commercial or

public activity.

(b

3. Member States that have recourse to the exemptions
provided for in paragraph 2(b) shall ensure that the
population concerned is informed thereof and of any
action that can be taken to prorect human health from
the adverse effects resulting from any contaminarion of
water intended for human consumption. In addirion,

My O] L 229, 230.8.1980, p. 1. Direcrive as last amended by

Directive 96/70/EC (O] L 299, 23.11.1998, p. 26)}.
O] 22 9.2.1965, p. 369. Directive as last amended by

Directive $3/3%/EEC (O] L 214, 24,8.1993, p. 22).
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when a potential danger to human health arising out of
the quality of such water is apparent, the population
concerned shall promptly be given appropriate advice.

Article 4

General obligations

1. Without prefudice to their obligations under other
Community provisions, Member States shall rake the
measures necessary to ensure that water intended for
human consumption is wholesome and clean. For the
purposes of the minimum requirements of this Directive,
water intended for human consumption shall be
wholesome and clean if it:

{a) is free from any micro-organisms and parasites and
from any substances which, in numbers or
concentrations, constitute a porenrial danger to
human health, and

(b) meets the minimum requirements set out in Annex [,
Parts A and B;

and if, in accordance with the relevant provisions of
Articles 5 to 8 and 10 and in accordance with the Treary,
Member States take all other measures necessary to
ensure that water intended for human consumption
complies with the requirements of this Directive.

2. Member States shall ensure that the measures taken
to implement this Directive in no circumstances have the
effect of allowing, directly or indirectly, either any
deterioration of the present quality of water intended for
human consumption so far as that is relevant for the
protection of human health or any increase in the
pollution of waters used for the production of drinking
water.

Article 5

Quality standards

1. Member States shall set values applicable to water
intended for human consumption for the parameters set
out in Annex L

2. The values ser in accordance with paragraph 1 shall
not be less stringent than those set out in Annex I. As
regards the parameters set out in Annex I, Part C, the
values need be fixed only for monitoring purposes and
for the fulfilment of the obligations imposed in Article
B.

3. A Member State shall ser values for additional
parameters not included in Annex | where the protection
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of human health within its national territory or part of it
s0 requires. The values set should, as a minimum, satisfy
the requirements of Arricle 4(1)(a).

Article 6

Point of compliance

1. The parametric values set in accordance with Article
5 shall be complied with:

(a) in the case of water supplied from a distribution
network, at the point, within premises or an
establishment, at which it emerges from the taps that
are normally used for human consumption;

(b) in the case of water supplied from a tanker, at the
point at which it emerges from the tanker;

(c} in the case of water put into bottles or containers
intended for sale, ar the point at which the water is
put into the bortles or containers;

{d) in the case of water used in a food-production
undettaking, at the point where the water is used in
the undertaking.

2. In the case of water covered by paragraph 1(a),
Member States shall be deemed to have fulfilled their
obligations under this Article and under Articles 4 and
8(2) where it can be established that non-compliance
with the parametric values set in accordance with Article
5 is due to the domestic distribution system or the
maintenance  thereof except in  premises and
establishments where water is supplied to the public, such
as schools, hospitals and restaurants,

3. Where paragraph 2 applies and there is a risk that
water covered by paragraph 1(a) would not comply with
the parametric values established in accordance with
Article 5, Member Stares shall nevertheless ensure that:

(a) appropriate measures are taken to reduce or eliminate
the risk of non-compliance with the paramerric
values, such as advising property owners of any
possible remedial action they could take, and/or

other measures, such as appropriate treatment
techniques, are taken to change the nature or
properties of the water before it is supplied so as to
reduce or eliminate the risk of the water not
complying with the parametric values after supply;

and

the consumers concerned are duly informed and
advised of any possible additional remedial action
that they should take.

(b)
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Article 7

Monitoring

1. Member States shall take all measures necessary to
ensure that regular monitoring of the quality of water
intended for human consumption is carried out, in order
to check that the water available to consumers meets the
requirements of this Directive and in particular the
parametric values set in accordance with Artcle 5.
Samples should be taken so that they are representative
of the quality of the water consumed throughout the
year. In addition, Member States shall take all measures
necessary to ensure that, where disinfection forms part of
the preparation or distribution of water intended for
human consumption, the efficiency of the disinfecrion
treatment applied is verified, and that any conramination
from disinfection by-products is kept as low as possible
without compromising the disinfection,

2. To meer the obligations imposed in paragraph 1,
appropriate monitoring programmes shall be established
by the competent authorities for all water intended for
human consumption. Those monitoring programmes
shall meet the minimum requirements set out in Annex
IL

3. The sampling points shall be determined by the
competent authorities and shall meet the relevant
requirements set out in Annex II.

4. Community guidelines for the monitoring prescribed
in this Article may be drawn up in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 12.

5 ({a) Member States shall comply with the
specifications for the analyses of parameters ser
out in Annex Il

(b} Methods other than those specified in Annex 111,
Part 1, may be used, providing it can be
demonstrated that the results obrained are at least
as reliable as those produced by the methods
specified. Member States which have recourse to
alternative methods shall provide the Commission
with all relevant information concerning such
methods and their equivalence.

For those parameters listed in Annex III, Paris 2
and 3, any method of analysis may be used
provided that it meets the requirements set out
therein.

(c

6. Member States shall  ensure that additional
monitoring is carried out on a case-by-case basis of
substances and micro-organisms for which no parametric
value has been set in accordance with Article §, if there is
reason to suspect that they may be present in amounts or
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numbers which constitute a potential danger to human
health.

Article 8

Remedial action and restrictions in use

1. Member Srates shall ensure thar any failure 10 meet
the parametric values set in accordance with Article § is
immediately investigated in order to identify the cause.

2. If, despite the measures taken to meet the obligations
imposed in Article 4{1), water intended for human
consumption does not meer the parametric values set in
accordance with Article 5, and subject to Article 6(2), the
Member State concerned shall ensure that the necessary
remedial action is taken as soon as possible to restore its
quality and shall give priority 1o their enforcement action,
having regard inter alia to the extent to which the
relevant parametric value has been exceeded and o the
potential danger to human health.

3. Whether or not any failure to meet the parametric
values has occurred, Member States shall ensure that any
supply of water intended for human consumption which
constitutes a potential danger to human health is
prohibited or its use restricted or such other action is
taken as is necessary to protect human health. In such
cases consumers shall be informed promptly thereof and
given the necessary advice.

4. The competent authorities or other relevant bodies
shall decide what action under paragraph 3 should be
taken, bearing in mind the risks to human health which
would be caused by an interruption of the supply or a
restriction in the use of water intended for human
consumption.

5. Member States may establish guidelines to assist the
competent authorities to fulfil rheir obligations under
paragraph 4.

6. In the event of non-compliance with the parametric
values or with the specifications set our in Annex I, Part
C, Member States shall consider whether that
non-compliance poses any risk to human health. They
shall take remedial action to restore the quality of the
water where that is necessary to protect human health.

7. Member States shall ensure that, where remedial
action is taken, consumers are notified except where the
competent authorities consider the non-compliance with
the parametric value to be trivial.
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Article 9

Derogations

1. Member States may provide for derogarions from the
parametric values set out in Annex I, Parr B, or set in
accordance with Article 5(3), up 1o a maximum value to
be determined by them, provided no derogarion
constitutes a potential danger to human health and
provided that the supply of water intended for human
consumption in the area concerned cannot otherwise be
maintained by any other reasonable means. Derogations
shall be limited to as short a time as possible and shall
not exceed three years, towards the end of which a
review shall be condueted to determine whether sufficient
progress has been made. Where a Member State intends
to grant a second derogation, it shall communicate the
review, along with the grounds for its decision on the
second derogation, to the Commission. No such second
derogation shall exceed three years.

2. In exceptional circumstances, a Member State may
ask the Commission for a third derogation for a period
not exceeding three years. The Commission shall take a
decision on any such request within three months.

3. Any derogation granted in accordance with
paragraphs 1 or 2 shall specify the following:

{a) the grounds for the derogation;

(b} the  parameter  concerned, previous relevant

monitoring results, and the maximum permissible
value under the derogation;

the geographical area, the quantity of water supplied
each day, the population concerned and whether or
not any relevant food-production undertaking would
be affected;

(c

an appropriate monitoring scheme, with an increased
monitoring frequency where necessary;

{d)

a summary of the plan for the necessary remedial
action, including a timetable for the work and an
estimate of the cost and provisions for reviewing;

(e

{f) the required duration of the derogation.

4. If the competent authorities consider the
non-compliance with the parametric value to be trivial,
and if acrion taken in accordance with Article 8{2) is
sufficient to remedy the problem within 30 days, the
requirements of paragraph 3 need not be applied.

In thar event, only the maximum permissible value for
the parameter concerned and the time allowed 1o remedy
the problem shall be set by the competent authorities or
other relevant bodies.
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5. Recourse may no longer be had to paragraph 4 if
failure to comply with any one parametric value for a
given water supply has occurred on more than 30 days
on aggregate during the previous 12 months,

6. Any Member State which has recourse to the
derogations provided for in this Article shall ensure that
the population affected by any such derogation is
promptly informed in an appropriate manner of the
derogation and of the conditions governing it. In addition
the Member State shall, where necessary, ensure thar
advice is given to particular population groups for which
the derogation could present a special risk.

These obligations shall not apply in the circumstances
described in paragraph 4 unless the competent authorities
decide otherwise.

7. With the exception of derogations granted in
accordance with paragraph 4 a Member State shall
inform the Commission within two months of any
derogation concerning an individual supply of water
exceeding 1 000 m? a day as an average or serving more
than 5 000 persons, including the information specified in
paragraph 3,

8. This Article shall not apply to water intended for
human consumption offered for sale in bottles or
containers.

Article 10

Quality assurance of treatment, equipment and materials

Member States shall take all measures necessary to ensure
that no substances or materials for new installations used
in the preparation or distribution of water intended for
buman consumption or impurities associated with such
substances or materials for new installations remain in
water intended for human consumption in concentrations
higher than is necessary for the purpose of their use and
do not, cither directly or indirectly, reduce the protection
of human health provided for in this Directive; the
interpretative document and technical specifications
pursuant to Article 3 and Article 4 {1) of Council
Directive 89/106/EEC of 21 December 1988 on the
approximation of laws, regulations and administrative
provisions of the Member States telating to construction
products {') shall respect the requirements of this
Directive.

(') O] L 40, 11.2.1989, p. 12, Directive as last amended by
Directive 93/68/EEC (O] L 220, 30.8.1993, p. 1).

Article 11

Review of Annexes

1. At least every five years, the Commission shall review
Annex I in the light of scientific and technical progress
and shall make proposals for amendments, where
necessary, under the procedure laid down in Article 185¢
of the Treaty.

2. At least every five years, the Commission shall adap:
Annexes II and III to scientific and rechnical progress.
Such changes as are necessary shall be adopted in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 12.

Article 12

Committee procedure

1. The Commission shall be assisted by a committee
composed of representatives of the Member States and
chaired by a Commission representative.

2. The Commission representative shall submit to the
committee a draft of the measures to be taken. The
committee shall deliver its opinion on the draft within =
time limit which the chairman may lay down according
to the urgency of the martter. The opinion shall be
delivered by the majority laid down in Article 148(2) of
the Treaty in the case of decisions which the Council is
required to adopt on a proposal from the Commission.
The votes of the representatives of the Member States
within the committee shall be weighted in the manner set
out in that Article. The chairman shall not vore.

3. The Commission shall adopt measures which shall
apply immediately. However, if those measures are not in
accordance with the commirtee’s opinion, the
Commission shall communicate them to the Council
forthwith. In that event:

{a) the Commission shall defer application of the
measures which it has adopted for a period of three
months from the date of communication;

(b} the Council, acting by a qualified majority, may take

a different decision within the time limir referred to in
point {a}.

Article 13

Information and reporting

1. Member States shall take the measures necessary to
ensure that adequate and up-to-date information on the
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quality of water intended for human consumption is
available to consumers.

2. Withour prejudice to Council Directive 90/313/EEC
of 7 June 1990 on the freedom of access to information
on the environment (!), each Member State shall publish
a report every three years on the quality of water
intended for human consumption with the objective of
informing consumers. The first report shall cover the
years 2002, 2003 and 2004, Each report shall include, as
a minimum, all individual supplies of water exceeding
1 000 m? a day as an average or serving more than 5 000
persons and it shall cover three calendar years and be
published within one calendar year of the end of the
reporting period.

3. Member States shall send their reports to the

Commission within two months of their publication.

- 4, The formats and the minimum information for the
reports provided for in paragraph 2 shall be determined
having special regard to the measures referred to in
Article 3(2), Article 5(2) and (3), Article 7{2), Article 8,
Article 3{6) and (7) and 15(1), and shall if necessary be
amended in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 12,

5. The Commission shall examine the Member States®
reports and, every three years, publish a synthesis report
on the quality of water intended for human consumption
in the Community. That report shall be published within
nine menths of the receipt of the Member States’
reports.

6. Together with the first report on this Directive as
mentioned in paragraph 2, Member States shall also
produce a report t0 be forwarded to the Commission on
the measures they have taken or plan 1o rake to fulul
their obligations pursvant to Article 6{3) and Annex I,
Part B, note 10. The Commission shall submit, as
appropriate, a proposal on the format of this report in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 12.

Article 14

Timescale for compliance

Member States shall take the measures necessary to
ensure that the quality of water intended for human
consumption complies with this Directive within five
years of its entry into force, without prejudice to Notes
2, 4 and 10 in Annex I, Part B.

{') O} L 158, 23.6.1990, p. 56.
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Article 15

Exceptional circumstances

1. A Member State may, in exceptional circumstances
and for geographically defined arcas, submit a special
request to the Commission for a period longer than that
laid down in Article 14, The additional period shall not
exceed three years, towards the end of which a review
shall be carried out and forwarded to the Commission
which may, on the basis of that review, permit a second
additional period of up to three years. This provision
shall not apply to water intended for human
consumption offered for sale in bottles or containers.

2. Any such request, grounds for which shall be given,
shall ser out the difficulties experienced and include, as a
minimum, all the information specified in Arricle 9(3).

3. The Commission shall examine that request in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 12,

4, Any Member State which has recourse to this Article
shall ensure that the population affected by its request is
promptly informed in an appropriate manner of the
outcome of that request. In addition, the Member State
shall, where necessary, ensure that advice is given to
particular population groups for which the request could
present a special risk.

Article 16

Repeal

1. Directive 80/778/EEC is hereby repealed with effect
from five years after the entry into force of this Directive.
Subject to paragraph 2, this repeal shall be without
prejudice 1o Member States’ obligations regarding
deadlines for transposition into national law and for
application as shown in Annex [V.

Any reference to the Directive repealed shall be construed
as a reference to this Directive and shall be read in
accordance with the correlation table ser our in Annex
V.

2. Assoon as a Member State has brought into force the
laws, regulations and administrative provisions necessary
to comply with this Directive and has taken the measures
provided for in Article 14, this Directive, not Directive
80/778/EEC, shall apply to the quality of water intended
for human consumption in that Member State.
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Article 17

Transposition into national law

1. Member States shall bring into force the laws,
regulations and administrative provisions necessary to
comply with this Directive within two years of its entry
into force, They shall forthwith inform the Commission
thereof.

When the Member States adopt those measures, these
shall contain references to this Directive or shall 'be
accompanied by such references on the occasion of their
official publication. The methods of making such
references shall be laid down by the Member States.

2. The Member States shall communicate to the
Commission the texts of the provisions of narional law
which they adopt in the field covered by this Directive.
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Article 18
Entry into force
This Directive shall enter into force on the 20th day

following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

Article 19

Addressees

This Directive is addressed to the Member States,

Done at Brussels, 3 November 1998.

For the Council
The President
B. PRAMMER



